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CANADIAN IDENTITY

1982 – Present: The Charter of Rights and Our 
Identity Today 



PATRIATION AND CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM

Constitution Act, 

1982

◼ Federal-provincial 

conferences

◼ Quebec refusal to 

ratify

 Entrenchment of 

Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms

 7 main categories:

◼ Fundamental Freedoms

◼ Democratic Rights

◼ Mobility Rights

◼ Legal Rights

◼ Equality Rights

◼ Official Language Rights

◼ Minority Language Education 

Rights 

Aboriginal Rights 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/const/page-15.html

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/const/page-15.html




PATRIATION AND CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM

Notwithstanding clause

 Issues of individual vs. collective rights

Notable Challenges to Charter:

◼ Abortion

◼ Same Sex Marriages

◼ Language rights

◼ Gender equity

◼ Minority issues (Turbans in the RCMP, kirpans in schools, hijab 

and soccer)

◼ Detainment of citizens for security purposes (esp. post 9-11)



A MODERN PLURALISTIC SOCIETY

Changing demographics

◼ Ethnic and cultural diversity of immigrants and refugees

◼ Rural-urban migration

◼ Baby-boom and an aging population

Canadian Identity

◼ What is it???

Rapidly changing technology

◼ Impact on daily life in Canada


