
 
 

Lord Selkirk Regional – Canadian History 30F 
Second World War Soldier Research – A Guide 

 
1) Using information obtained from the Selkirk Cenotaph via Mr. Lopuck, decide upon 

which soldier you’d like to conduct research and make note of the first and last 
name, as well as the service number. 

 
2) Google “Lest We Forget Project” and click on the first link from Library and Archives 

Canada 
 

 
 

3) Click on the “Selecting military service files”. 
 

  
 
 
 
 



 
 

4) Scroll down to “Second World War” and select “Service files of the Second World 
War”.  
 

 
 

 
5) Input the soldier’s regimental number and name and click on “search”. If your 

soldier does not pop up, try going back and using just the regimental number or just 
the name; sometimes the system can be quite picky. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

6) You should get a results page that looks like the following. Click on the soldier’s 
name. 

 
 
 

7) On the soldier’s page, you should see the file embedded. You may now begin to 
conduct your research!  
 

 
 



 
 

8) The first step in your research should be to fill in the attached templates. Once you 
have completed that, conduct a Google search on the soldier, are there any other 
details for the soldier’s life that pop up?  Using the information you’ve found in the 
soldier’s file, as well as any other supplemental information, write the story about 
the soldier you researched. Be sure to reflect on the historical thinking skills while 
composing the story: 
 

a. Historical Significance 
b. Primary Source Evidence 
c. Cause and Consequence 
d. Continuity and Change 
e. Historical Perspective 
f. Ethical Dimension   

 
When writing the soldier’s story, particularly when considering the events 
surrounding his death, you will also need to consider the larger story of Canada’s 
participation in the war. For example, if you discovered that your soldier died on or 
around June 6, 1944, you should include in your story information about what 
battle(s) Canadian soldiers were fighting in around that time (ex. Normandy). 
 
Your soldier’s story should be between 1 and 2 pages, double-spaced, and in 12-pt 
font (approximately 250-500 words).  

 
Rubric: 

 
1. Student has demonstrated the ability to use primary source documents in a 

historical context.  (5)  
 

2. Student has demonstrated evidence of understanding how to use the historical 
thinking skills in the composition of their soldier’s story. (5) 

 
3. Student has demonstrated comprehension of how Canada’s presence on the 

world stage was shaped by its role in the Second World War and its growing 
participation in the international community. (10) 

 
4. Self-evaluation: 
- How well have I contributed to the composition of the story? Was I a ‘good’ 

group member? Did I contribute to the research/writing? Did I actively help my 
group members complete the task? Give yourself a mark out of ten for your 
participation in the task.  (10) 

 
5. Group Evaluation: 
- How well and in what ways did each of my group members contribute to the 

completion of the task? Provide a mark out of 5 for each group member related 
to their participation in the task.  (5) 

Total: /35 


